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L.G. Shaw, owner of Wave Riding Vehicles in Virginia Beach, will lose some parking spaces to the infrastructure project, but he expects traffic flow will be improved when it’s all over. 
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nternet as YOU 
Ro It may 
out to change. 


FCC voles to strike down net neutrality regulations, setting the 
stage for internet service providers to change pricing models 


For shop owners 
on 19th Street, 
roadwork is a 
bump in the road 


Headaches come with 
city’s upgrades, but 
pluses outweigh pain 


By Stacy Parker 
The Virginian-Pilot 


VIRGINIA BEACH 

L.G. Shaw knows roadwork 
can be a headache for busi- 
nesses. 

Two years ago, the city fixed 
underground pipes next to 
Shaw’s Oceanfront surf shop, 
Wave Riding Vehicles. 

Beginning this spring, his 
store will be back in the con- 
struction zone. 

The city will spruce up 19th 
Street with widened sidewalks, 
on-street parking, benches and 
bike racks. Utility wires will be 
moved underground, and four 
lanes will be converted into 
three, with two lanes travel- 
ing in opposite directions and 
acenter turn lane. 

Those pluses almost out- 
weigh the pain this project will 
cause him, Shaw said. 


See 19TH STREET, PAGE 7 


“Whoa, are you 
in Virginia?” 
Tiny Norfolk, 
Neb., gets 
mixed-up calls 


Norfolk, Neb., 
School Board 
member Sandy 
Wolfe has 
fielded several 
calls from 
Virginians. 


By Matt McKinney 
The Virginian-Pilot 


Norfolk parents are eager to 
share their questions and con- 
cerns. They want to talk educa- 
tion issues, big and small, es- 
pecially around election time. 

And first-term School Board 
member Sandy Wolfe is ready 
to hear them out. 

Problem is, she lives and 
serves in Norfolk, Neb. 

Wolfe, a real estate broker 
in the northeastern Nebras- 
ka town of 25,000 people, has 
fielded a “handful” of mis- 
taken contacts from Norfolk, 
Va., parents over the past year. 
They usually email her and 
it’s almost always immediate- 
ly clear she’s not talking to a 
Cornhusker. 

“When you're from a small 
community and someone 
comes across with a question, 
it’s usually pretty easy to tell if 
they’re not from our Norfolk,” 
Wolfe said. 


See NEBRASKA, PAGE 7 
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the deregulation vote 


The 3-2 vote along party lines enabled 
the FCC’s Republican chairman, Ajit Pai, 
above, to follow through on his promise 
to repeal the government’s 2015 

net neutrality rules, which required 
internet providers to treat all websites, 
large and small, equally. 


the debate 


Critics say the move will let internet 
providers charge for service packages, 
driving consumers to certain websites. 
internet providers say that consumers’ 
daily internet experience won’t change 
and that there is no financial incentive 
to penalize specific apps or services. 


By Brian Fung 
The Washington Post 


Federal regulators voted 
Thursday to allow internet pro- 
viders to speed up service for 
websites they favor -and block or 
slow down others — in a decision 
repealing Obama-era regulations 
overseeing broadband companies 
such as AT&T and Verizon. 

The move by the Federal Com- 
munications Commission to de- 
regulate the telecom and cable 
industries was a prominent ex- 
ample of the policy shifts taking 
place in Washington under Pres- 
ident Donald Trump and a major 
setback for consumer groups, 
tech companies and Democrats 
who had lobbied heavily against 
the decision. 

The 3-2 vote, which was along 
party lines, enabled the FCC’s 
Republican chairman, Ajit Pai, 
to follow through on his promise 
to repeal the government’s 2015 
net neutrality rules, which re- 
quired internet providers to treat 


See NET NEUTRALITY, PAGE 10 


So is much of 
entertainment. 


Disney's purchase of the bulk of Fox’s assets - from TV brands to 
superhero franchises - is aimed at fighting market competition 


By Steven Zeitchik 
The Washington Post 


The Walt Disney Co. announced 
Thursday that it will acquire the ma- 
jority of assets from rival Twenty- 
First Century Fox, a megamerger 
that aims to reset the balance of pow- 
er in an industry under siege from 
Silicon Valley. 

The merger pairs Disney, the No. 1 
studio at the box office and the com- 
pany behind such massive hits as the 
“Avengers” and “Star Wars” reboots, 
with the No. 3 studio, Fox, which has 


produced the “X-Men” and “Avatar” 
movies as well as a range of midbud- 
get crowd pleasers and critically ac- 
claimed films. 

It also brings brands such as FX, 
National Geographic and “The Simp- 
sons” into the same fold as ESPN and 
ABC - all part of Disney’s gamble 
that only a company of this size can 
effectively thwart a furious charge 
into the business of entertainment 
by well-financed technology giants 
such as Netflix, Apple and Google. 


See MERGER, PAGE 10 


megamerger 


What Disney gets Disney will 

pay $52.4 billion for Fox, which 
includes the “X-Men” and “Avatar” 
franchises, National Geographic and 
FX. Disney also will acquire Fox’s 30 
percent stake in Hulu. 


What Fox gets The new Fox will own 
25 percent of the newly combined 
entity. Twenty-First Century Fox 
Chairman Rupert Murdoch will keep 
Fox broadcast network, Fox News 
Channel, Fox Business Channel and 
several national sports channels. 


FINALIZING 
THE TAX PLAN 


GOP weighs changes to 
the legislation, which 

is expected to keep the 
grad student waiver 
and medical deductions 
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Man suspected 
of plowing car 
through crowd 
in Charlottesville 
faces 1st-degree 
murder charge 
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Want to work 
at The Cavalier? 


The historic Virginia 
Beach hotel seek 225 
experienced workers. 
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Three local men find 
themselves where they 
never thought they’d 
be: in a ballet. 


PULSE 


variable clouds 


Highs in upper 40s. 
Lows near 30. 
Details, back page of Sports 
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